
 
CONTACTS  
 Township Office  834-528: Township Highway Dept.  834-4938: Municipal Authority Office 834-6926;  
Township Police Office  834-6414, Police – Emergencies – 911; To leave a message for Township Police 582-4311 
Township E-mail: Office: penntownship@embarqmail.com     Police:  ptpd118@embarqmail.com   Web Page: www.penntownship.net 

 

 
MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN 

 
 When this newsletter arrives in your mailbox, preparation of the 2012 Township budget will be under 
way.  A most recent look at our 2011 budget indicates expenditures are in line with our proposed budget.  Our 
income is harder to budget, but seems to be close to what was predicted in the budget.  I believe our 2011 
budget will close out in the black, hopefully with a surplus, some of which will be deposited in our capital 
reserve with the rest being returned to the general fund. 
  
 I also believe the 2012 budget will once again show that the need to raise Township taxes will be 
unnecessary.   In preparing past budgets, the present board has always taken the approach to prepare without a 
tax increase.   Good fiscal management has proved it works, and I believe this approach will prevail in 2012. 
  
 With the holiday season soon upon us, Supervisor Novinger, Supervisor Maguire, all of the Staff and 
myself wish all our residents and their families joy and happiness during this time of year.  We extend to all our 
residents Best Wishes for A Happy and Prosperous New Year. 
 
Chairman Henry Holman, Jr. 

 
HUMANE SOCIETY 
 
 Penn Township has used the escrow amount set aside for the care of strays for the year 2011.  The 2012 
contract escrow amount will be reviewed during the budget.  If you find a stray dog please call the Township 
Police or the Dog Warden (717) 774-2780 for help.  If you find a stray cat, call the humane society. 
 
TRICK OR TREAT 
 
 Trick or Treat will be on October 31, 2011 from 6:00 until 8:00 p.m. 
 
PENN TOWNSHIP HALLOWEEN PARTY 
 
 There will be a Halloween Party for the kids on Saturday, October 29, 2011 from 6:30 until 8:30 p.m.   
There will be pumpkin decorating and costume contests along with the Haunted Hayride and games.   Parents 
are asked to call (717) 834-5281 to let us know how many people will attend for a count.    If parents wish to 
bring food, you are more than welcome to.   We are also looking for people to help out with the games and 
hayride. 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS:  Henry A. Holman, II; Lucinda “CeCe” Novinger; Brian R. Maguire 
Staff :  Helen Klinepeter, Secretary;   Christine Shaffer, Treasurer/Recording Secretary 

All meetings are held at the Municipal Building at 100 Municipal Building Road.  Call the Township Office for dates and times. 
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HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT 
 
 2011 has been a tough year on the residents of Penn Township.  We have experienced 
more than our share of icy roads, snow, and downpours of rain which have caused stream 
flooding, extreme road washouts, downed trees and power outages.   The Highway Department 
would like to say thanks to our residents who are still waiting so patiently for repairs to be made. 
 

 As this letter goes to press 5,900 feet of new paving should be in place 
on the western portion of Faculty and Rupp Roads.  New guiderails have 
been installed on Linton Hill Road and Creek Road.   Our sign replacement 
program is on schedule and all stop signs and warning signs will meet the 

new Penn DOT specifications by the end of 2011.  Street Names and Speed 
Limit Signs will follow in 2012. 
 

 Faculty Road east of SR 274 is scheduled for paving in 2012.  Since 
our Liquid Fuel funds are now used for new paving of our roads, the Township now has the 
ability to pave a mile of road per year.    
 
 Due to the rain and roadside growth, the roads are scheduled to be 
mowed for a second time this year.   We have stockpiled salt and antiskid.  
Tthe snowplows and winter equipment are ready for the soon to come winter 
weather. 
 
 The Highway Department would like to say thanks to the Faculty Road residents for all 
the cooperation we received during the paving project. 
 
The Highway Department 
 
 
PENN TOWNSHIP POLICE 

 Penn Township welcomes two new officers.    
 
Hello, I am Shane McMillan, a recent hire of the Penn 
Township Police Department.  I began my law 
enforcement career in April 2011 after being hired by 
Penn Township.  Prior to my employment I was a 
graduate of Susquenita High School.  After graduating 
high school I attended HACC for two years majoring in 
Criminal Justice.  In January 2010 I enrolled myself in 
the MPOETC Police Academy, and graduated in 
December 2010.   Since I have began my career as a 
police officer, I have made many contacts and have had 
certain experiences that I will never forget.  I am proud 

to serve the residents of Penn Township and it is our goal as a police department to make this 
community as safe as possible. 
 



 
Greetings, I am Cliff Karlsen, the newest officer 
hired by Penn Township Police Department.  Even 
though I am the “newest” officer I am not new to 
police work.  Prior to Penn Township I spent 30 
years as an officer with the Harrisburg City Police.  
In 1980 I started out as a foot patrol officer, when I 
retired in 2010 I was a Commander with 28 officers 
working for me and a budget in the millions of 
dollars. 
 

I am a graduate of Northwestern University, University of North Florida, University of 
Tennessee, HACC and USMC tactical commanders’ course as well as many other “specialty” 
courses that deal with traffic accidents, DUI, speed detection and tactical operations. 
 
 One of my accident investigations while with the city was made into a TruTV/Forensics 
File documentary, “A Capital Case, the Tom Druce Story”. 
 
 I am married and live in Monroe Township, Cumberland County with my wife, Laura; I 
have two grown children and a grandson that is 6 years old and a granddaughter that is a year 
old. 
 
 I am looking forward to serving the people of Penn Township.  My goal and desire is to 
make everyone feel safe in their homes, on the township roadways, and while they shop in 
beautiful Penn Township.  
 
 
Community Day at Shermanata Grange – The Community Day was well attended and the 
winners of the Bike Helmets and Jelly Beans are: 

 
Jelly Beans – Sherry Clegg with 
a guess of 999.   The amount of 
beans was 1115. 
 
Bike Helmets – Heather Lamb 
and Tonya Feltenberger      
 
 

Bark for Life  – The 3rd Annual Bark for Life, fundraiser for the Southern Perry Relay for 
Live/American Cancer Society is Sunday, October 30th, 1-4 p.m. at the Marysville Lions Club 
paved walking path.  A $20.00 registration fee for your K-9 friend gets them a bandanna & photo 
opportunity.  For you the satisfaction of donating to the American Cancer Society!  There will be 
vendors, free samples, raffles, T-Shirts with a new design for a new year and food for purchase.  
You can register pre-event or at the event.   Contact Rebecca Miller at 
rsmavon@embarqmail.com or 717-979-1469. 



PENN TOWNSHIP MUNICIPAL AUTHORITY 
 
Market Street phase 2 has just been approved and work should soon be happening. This 

project involves replacement of the next segment of the sewer line under Market Street. This is a 
much-needed upgrade to reduce infiltration into the shared sewer system and reduce operating 
cost at the Duncannon Borough treatment plant. Use caution when driving on Market St. in 
Duncannon and watch out for the Detour signs.         
  
For all sewer customers with grinder pumps: 

 
Back in May, there was a severe storm which resulted in a massive power outage in the 

Perdix area. During future outages, if you do not put anything into the sewer system during the 
outage, the grinder pump will come back on when service is restored without any problem. If 
you put anything into the system while the power is off, the grinder pump can possibly over fill 
and damage the electrical connections within the containment or cause other damage, for which 
the homeowner will be held responsible. If a generator is used to energize the grinder pump, the 
homeowner is responsible for any and all damage that may occur if it is wired wrong or not able 
to operate the pump at the right amps/voltage. Please use caution when doing any energizing of 
the system.  
  

The only thing that should be flushed down a commode is body waste. Do not put foreign 
objects into the sewer line. Shoe laces, Handi-wipes, soda straws, and feminine hygiene products 
can clog the cutting assembly of the grinder pump. This can result in a nasty backup of sewage 
into your house and financial responsibility for the repair. 

 
For all Penn Township sewer customers: 

 
As always, make sure all water fixtures are shut off completely to minimize the amount 

of liquid entering into the treatment plant and to reduce the processing costs.  
 
Downspouts, basement drains, and sump pumps are not allowed to discharge into the 

sewer system.   
 
When washed down the sink, grease from cooking and food scraps can stick to the inside 

of the sewer pipes and eventually build up and block the entire pipe. Garbage disposals do not 
keep grease out of the sewer system. Products that claim to dissolve the grease may pass it down 
the line and cause problems elsewhere. 
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PCRA is one of Penn Township’s outdoor 

Recreational Facilities.  Enjoy camping, fishing, 

picnicing and swimming.  It is also a great place 

for small or large group activites.  Become a PCRA 

member, our rates are very reasonable.  

Membership benefits include pool membership, 

access to our archery range; to Sherman’s Creek, to 

the grounds for walking and for enjoying the 

outdoors; and discounted picnicing and camping.  

For more information contact Bill Stone at (717) 

834-3578 

FALL CLEAN UP  

 
Fall Clean up will be from Thursday October 13th until Saturday, October 15, 2011.  This clean 
up is a drop off at the Highway Shed on Municipal Building Road.    If you are elderly, disabled 
or need help for another reason, please call the Township Office at (717) 834-5281 

 
 

Hours of Operation:    Thursday & Friday – 7:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 
 
  Saturday – 7:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

 

TIRES:  4 per household 

The following items will not be collected. 

 
NO GARBAGE (typical household waste material) 
NO PROPANE TANKS (gas grill tanks, etc.) 
NO TIRES “MOUNTED ON WHEELS”  
NO YARD WASTE – (Grass Clippings, Shrubs, Trees, Limbs, Trimmings, Leaves, Sod, 
Tree Stumps, Gravel, Macadam or Dirt) 
NO CONSTRUCTION DEBRIS - cement, shingles, drywall, concrete  
NO Wood or similar items greater than four (4) feet long, (must be tied and bundled 
with 50 lb. Maximum weight) 
NO LOOSE INSULATION  (must be tied and bundled) 
NO Loose Piles of any material (all small items must be bundled, boxed or bagged with 
50 lb. max. weight) 
NO Heavy Car and/Truck Parts (engines, transmissions, axles, etc.) 
NO Commercial and/or Industrial Waste of any type 
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RELAY FOR LIFE  

The 2012 Southern Perry Relay for Life at Susquenita High School is on June 15th & 16th.  If you 
are interested in forming a team, participating as a survivor, or being on the planning committee 
contact the American Cancer Society at 717-909-9747.   Meetings will be starting in September. 



 
TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION 
  

The following Subdivision/Land Development Plans were approved between 
January and August 2011. 

 
ACD Reality LLC (Forrer Dodge)  
Members 1st Federal Credit Union 
  

 The Planning Commission is currently working on the update to 
the Comprehensive Plan, also known as “The Comp Plan”.  The Comp 

Plan organizes and coordinates the interrelated collection of people, ideas, 
facilities, services, infrastructure, land uses and environmental elements that comprise the region.  
Thus, the term “comprehensive” is used to express the scope of plan content.  Penn Township 
encourages residents and business owners to share their creative ideas and concerns to help to 
form a vision, goals and objectives for the future land use plans that accurately reflect the 
feelings of the community.   

 
 There will be a public meeting at the Planning Commission level to present the draft 
version and a Public Hearing at the Board of Supervisors level before the adoption of the Update 
to the Comprehensive Plan. 
 
ZONING DOCKETS - The following Zoning Dockets were heard from January through 
August 2011. 
 
 Century Link – Setbacks – Granted 
  Cornerstone Christian Church – Sign Size – Granted 
 Richard Amspacher – Setback – Granted 
  
The following Zoning Dockets are in process.  
 
 Adam Moyer Conditional Use – Accessory building in front of principal building and 
non-conformance square footage increase.  
 

 



MUNICIPAL OFFICE CLOSED 
 

November 11 – Veteran’s Day  
November 24 – Thanksgiving Day 

December 23 – ½ Day 
December 26 - Christmas 

December 30 – ½ Day 
January 2 – New Years Day 

 

REGULARLY SCHEDULED TOWNSHIP MEETINGS  
 
 
��� �   OCTOBER 2010 
 
5 Municipal Authority, 7 p.m. 
10 Park and Rec., 7p.m. 
13 Zoning Hearing Board, 7 p.m. (if 
 needed) 
17 Planning Commission, 7 p.m. 
26 Board of Supervisors, 7 p.m. 
 
��� �   NOVEMBER 2010 
 
2 Municipal Authority, 7 p.m. 
10 Zoning Hearing Board, 7p.m. (if needed) 
14 Park and Rec. 7 p.m. 
21 Planning Commission, 7 p.m. 
30 Board of Supervisors, 7 p.m. 
 
 
��� �   DECEMBER 2010 
 
7 Municipal Authority, 7 p.m. 
8 Zoning Hearing Board, 7p.m. (if needed) 
12 Park and Rec., 7 p.m. 
19 Planning Commission, 7 p.m. 
28 Board of Supervisors, 7 p.m. 
 
��� �   JANUARY 2011 
 
3 Reorganization Meeting, 7 p.m. 
4 Elected Auditors Meeting, 7 p.m. 
4 Municipal Authority, 7 p.m. 
5 UCC Board of Appeals, 7 p.m. 

 
 
9 Park and Rec., 7 p.m. 
12 Zoning Hearing Board, 7p.m. (if needed) 
16 Planning Commission, 7 p.m. 
25 Board of Supervisors, 7 p.m. 
 
��� �   FEBRUARY 2011 
 
1 Municipal Authority, 7 p.m. 
9 Zoning Hearing Board, 7 p.m. (if 
 needed) 
13 Park and Rec., 7 p.m. 
20 Planning Commission, 7 p.m. 
29 Board of Supervisors, 7 p.m. 
 
��� �   MARCH 2011 
 
7 Municipal Authority, 7 p.m. 
8 Zoning Hearing Board, 7 p.m. (if 
 needed) 
12 Planning Commission, 7 p.m. 
19 Park and Rec., 7p.m. 
24, 28 Board of Supervisors, 7 p.m. 
 
 
 
NOTE:  All meetings listed above are held in 
the Municipal Building, 100 Municipal Building 
Road. Meeting times are subject to change.  
Please watch the Duncannon Record for any 
changes. 
 

 
. 
 

DROP BOX 
Penn Township now has a drop box for bill 
payments, items for the Police Department and 
the Township Office.  It is located in the door 
at the rear of the building.  The box is checked 
every morning.  We ask that all items are put 
into an envelope and addressed. 



�New Census Numbers Prove that Many Prefer the Township Way of Life 
�

Numbers don’t lie.  More than 5.5 
million people — or 44 percent of 
the population — now live in 
townships, according to the recently 
released 2010 U.S. Census.   This 
statistic, which represents an 8.6 
percent jump in the past decade, is 
very telling, and what it says is that 
nearly half of all Pennsylvanians 
prefer the township way of life. 
While some townships are rural and 
others are urban, some are small and 
others are large, they tend to share 
some common characteristics that 

make them attractive places to live and raise a family. 
�

Here are just a few reasons why people are choosing to call a township home: 
 

Township supervisors live in the communities they represent: When the nation’s Founding 
Fathers envisioned our United States, they saw it as a bundle of communities, each represented 
locally by the people who live there. And you know what? Government that is closest to the 
people makes as much sense today as it did then. As Thomas Jefferson said: “A perfect republic 
can materialize only in a small jurisdiction such as a township. [They] have proved themselves 
the wisest invention ever devised by the wit of man for the perfect exercise of self-
government…”   Every township is represented by a board of three or five supervisors, all of 
whom live in the community and were elected to oversee the health, safety, and welfare of their 
neighbors. Yet contrary to what some may think, this isn’t a glamorous or high-paying job. On 
average, township supervisors in Pennsylvania earn just $1,875 a year.  For this, they put aside 
their personal lives in favor of their public lives to attend countless meetings, maintain and plow 
roads, build parks, and balance budgets. So why do they do it?  The truth is, township 
supervisors care about their hometowns and the people who live there.  These local leaders are 
hands-on, service-minded individuals whose behind-the-scenes work doesn’t get a lot of 
recognition but is creating communities that many Pennsylvanians value and appreciate. Just 
look at the recent census numbers. 
�

“Any science that says bigger governments are better governments is at least disingenuous if 
not downright foolhardy,” Albert Paschall, a senior fellow with Harrisburg’s Lincoln Institute of 
Public Opinion Research, wrote. “When was the last time you ran into a member of Congress in 
the supermarket aisle? How often do you meet a senator at a little league game? But in your 
supermarket aisles and on little league bleachers all over this state, citizens can challenge the 
people who govern their neighborhoods. 

 
Townships do more with less: Out-of-control spending may be the norm for state and federal 
governments, but not in townships. There, frugality rules.  Because township supervisors would 



much rather cut spending than raise taxes to cover increased expenses, including a growing list 
of unfunded state mandates, they have become skilled at doing more with less — much like you.  
Therefore, it’s not unusual for township supervisors to purchase used or surplus equipment, do 
extra work for the community and not expect payment, and work with neighboring 
municipalities to increase services at a lower cost. In fact, a recent survey by the Pennsylvania 
State Association of Township Supervisors found that 82 percent of responding townships are 
involved in projects with other municipalities. These cooperative efforts are saving tax dollars 
and enhancing government efficiency.  It’s also worth pointing out that some township 
supervisors have gotten so good at managing the public’s money; they have reduced and even 
eliminated the property tax while adding programs to meet residents’ needs.  
 
Township programs and services reflect what residents want and need: No two people are 
alike, and the same can be said for Pennsylvania’s townships. Each has its own values, 
philosophies, and way of life. What some communities have, others have determined they don’t 
need.  For example, full-time local police protection is provided in some townships because 
residents demand it and are willing to pay for it. Meanwhile, other townships prefer to rely on 
the Pennsylvania State Police. You’ll also find that land use measures, such as zoning, 
recreational programs and facilities, and even garbage collection, vary from township to 
township. 
 

And that’s the beauty of Pennsylvania’s local government system: The people who live there; 
not some distant, out-of-touch, overly bureaucratic governing body, makes the decisions with 
input from their neighbors. 

 
 

Emergency Information – For the second time, Penn Township is asking for information 
of persons who have any medical problems or are handicapped.   If there is an emergency and 
evacuations are called, this information will being help quicker.   There have been emergencies 
where such help was needed, but no one had the information.  If we don’t know, we can’t help.  
Don’t assume that it is known.   Please send name, address and the type of problem to the 
Township Office by phone, e-mail, or mail/drop box. 
 
September Flooding – We would like to thank all the people who donated food, time, 
showers and just called asking if anything was needed.   The outpouring of help was awesome 
and humbling.  It just goes to show that there are more good people than bad out there. 
�
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Penn Township Board of Supervisors 
100 Municipal Building Road 
Duncannon, PA  17020-1100 
 
 
     Return Services Requested 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Do not shovel snow from your 
driveway into the street.  You can 
be held liable for accidents that result 
after snow has been shoveled or 
plowed onto the roadways.  If 
possible, wait until after the street has 
been plowed before cleaning your 
driveway opening.  Snow should be 
plowed or shoveled to the right side 
of the driveway as you are facing the 
roadway.  By being plowed away 
from the direction of oncoming 

snowplows, this will prevent the bulk of snow being pushed back onto the driveway.  There is  
no way plowing can be accomplished without depositing some snow into the driveway openings. 
REMINDER:  Keep fire hydrants, storm drains, and mailboxes open. 

Presort Std 
U.S. Postage Paid 

Duncannon, PA  17020 
Permit #3 


