
CONTACTS  
 Township Office  834-5281: Township Highway Dept.  834-4938: Municipal Authority Office 834-6926;  
Township Police Office  834-6414, Police – Emergencies – 911; To leave a message for Township Police 582-4311 
Township E-mail: Office: penntownship@embarqmail.com     Police:  ptpd118@embarqmail.com   Web Page: www.penntownship.net 
 

 

PENN TOWNSHIP MUNICIPAL AUTHORITY ~ The PTMA has again applied for a CDGB grant 
for improvements to the Sunshine Hill Water System.  Hopefully, we will be eligible to get funding for the 
improvements which are much needed to help the system meet the new Department of Environmental 
Protection (DEP) regulations in the coming future.  We are also applying for funding with the Duncannon 
Municipal Authority to replace more of the Market Street sewer main.   The repairs made during the last phase 
have greatly reduced the infiltration that was occurring; the next phase will help even more. 
 
 We are not able to reduce rates this year since we had a budget which was very tight.  There were no 
extra monies available at the end of the year to allow for a rate reduction.   
 
 We are in the process of installing odor control for the Cove Waste Water Treatment Plant, after 
deciding the best way and best location to introduce the needed chemicals.  We hope to have it working for 
summer. 
 
***** Remember:   check all fixtures for leaks and never put anything down the drain which cannot be 
treated at the plants.  (Oils, grease and chemicals, shop towels, etc.) 
 
HUMANE SOCIETY CHANGES ~ Penn Township has contracted with the Humane Society for stray 
animals.   There have been some changes to the contract in 2011.    The fist change is that feral cats cannot be 
brought to the Humane Society for euthanasia.  Instead the cats will be spayed or neutered and returned to their 
original location through the HSHA Spay Neuter Voucher Program.  Vouchers for this program will be 
distributed to municipalities.  The number of vouchers received will be based on the cat in-take numbers of the 
preceding year. 

 
 The second change is that each municipality will be limited to 150 pit-bulls a year.  In order to assist 
with reducing the pit-bull overpopulation, vouchers will be offered for free pit-bull spaying and neutering.  The 
number of vouchers will be based on the pit-bull in-take numbers of the preceding year. 

 
  Third and the change that has the most impact on the community will be that the Humane Society will 

no longer accept stray animals from residents of a participating municipality.    What this means is that Penn 
Township has a drop-off authorization permit for the resident to take to the Humane Society.   A copy of the 
permit is to be kept in the Township to match with the records of the Humane Society.  The residents would 
have to get permission and the permit issued from the office or police department.    

 
  There is an escrow amount for the care of strays.   When this money is gone, Penn Township will not 

authorize anymore strays to be taken to the shelter for this year.   You may obtain a permit from the Township 
Office or from a Township Police Officer.  You will need to provide picture identification.    Attached is a 
sample of the authorized form. 
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HUMANE SOCIETY DROP-OFF AUTHORIZATION 
(Please Print Neatly) 

 
 

1. Name of person dropping off the animal:        
 
2. Address from which the animal was recovered: 
              
              
 
3. Is the person named in #1 above the owner of the property listed in #2 above? 
 
YES    NO    If No: Address of person dropping off animal 
              
 
4.  Please list the number of animals you are dropping off: 
 
DOGS    CATS     PIT BULLS     OTHER   
 
5. Description of the animal(s): 
 
             
             
             
              
 
APPLICANT SIGNATURE     DATE     
 
Applicants must provide driver’s license or other proof of ID.  Persons not presenting a signed 
Authorization Form to the Humane Society will be responsible for any drop-off fees charged by 
the Humane Society.   

 
 
FOR OFFICE USE ONLY      ID Provided   Number    
 
Number of animal’s year to date 
 
DOGS      
CATS      
PIT BULLS     
OTHER     
 
Approved by        DATE      



HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT ~ Snow and Ice, Snow and Ice, keeping our anti-skid and 
salt stockpile replenished are the norm at this writing.   The highway department looks forward 
to spring and warmer weather tasks, our road materials are out for bid.  The bids for the paving 
of roads will soon be out. 
 
 Last year our road crew was busy with a lot of road 
projects.  Barrick, YMCA, Haas Drives, and Ebersole Road were 
paved.  Creek road had guiderail installed and the stream bank 
stabilized.  The road crew performed brush cutting, road repairs 
and storm drain replacement throughout the year. 
 
 New snowplowing routes are being looked at for the 
2011/2012 snowplowing season; the arrival of our new truck will 
allow for two plows being available for the Perdix and Cove areas 
and two plows for the Lower Duncannon and surrounding areas.    
 
 Other projects for 2011 will include increasing the capacity for out salt and anti-skid 
storage area to double the size.  Our road crew has agreed to volunteer their time for a much 
needed replacement of the pavilion over the Chicken Barbeque pit.  
 
 It should be noteworthy that the highway department budget was again under budget and 
doing its part to help keep our cost down, productivity is up and our volunteer help is greatly 
appreciated.    Also noteworthy is the change made that all liquid fuels money received is being 
used only for the paving of new roads.   Our road oil, stone, equipment, repairs and highway 
wages are paid through the general fund expenditures.   Our new truck purchase is a three year 
payment from our capital reserve fund, thus saving our state allocated liquid fuel money for new 
roads.   These changes all work hand and hand with our total township budget and contribute 
greatly to not having to raise township taxes. 
 
 
EMERGENCY OPERATIONS PLAN ~  Penn Township is updating the Emergency 
Operations Plan and is asking for the community to help protect our citizens.  All daycare centers 
and homes, along with anyone with special medical requirements, are encouraged to notify the 
Township office in writing with the address and point of contact information, along with any 
special equipment needed for health and evacuation. 
 
Medical Assistance - Please send the name, address, 
phone number and a list of any special equipment needed.  
 
Daycare Centers – Point of Contact, address, phone 
number and the number of children and age range.  (i.e., 
Birth to 5 years old.) 
 



FROM PARKS AND RECREATION -  Jim Renner, Chairman  

 Thank you to all the people who purchased the Remembering Yesterday and Today wall 
calendars.  We should clear about $500 to $600, depending how many we sell of the last 25 or 
so.    The objective was to raise money to help in the funding for 3 mini parks; one along SR 274, 
a second in the Sunshine Hill area, and a third in the Perdix/Cove area. We are looking at various 
ways to raise the money to build them.  The calendar was one way; another way is through 
donations (ie.  labor, technical assistance, land, materials, money, and equipment use).    

 We definitely need grants, but they only pay 50% to 75% with our donations and cash 
making up the balance.  Another possibility is corporate sponsors.  They can pick from a list of 
playground equipment and pay for the cost, of say, a swing set.   Think about what you can bring 
to the table and call us.  

 Anyway, I have started work on the 2012 calendar and hope to have a mock-up ready by 
the chicken BBQ, the last Saturday in March.  In the mean time, I am donating the original 
paintings to the township to be either auctioned off or sold outright.  All proceeds will go to the 
mini park project.  

 For those keeping tabs on the boat launch progress, we have a site in 
mind and hope to have a plan available by spring.  Board member Sean Beaver 

has championed the project as he is an avid fisherman and frequent user 
of the river.   

 While we are talking water and boating, we are looking at the 
possibility of putting in a kayak and canoe recovery site on Sherman’s 

Creek with a small parking area and picnic tables.  It would be a 
nice place to enjoy a family picnic and maybe try your hand at 

fishing.     

 Got a ROCK or better yet an old foundation.  The Parks and Recreation board is looking 
for native stone, mostly sand stone, to replace the railroad ties in the overlook flower bed.  Call 
the Twp. at 834-5281 

 As for summer activities, we are looking for someone who will step up to the plate and 
volunteer to run a 3on3 basketball league or at least a tournament.  How about a volunteer to 
start pickleball?   We'll set up the court.  It is a real game played on a badminton size court a very 
light 3" round ball and a wooden paddle.    

 If you've wondered where all the free classes are this winter and coming spring?.  We 
need suggestions on who, what, when, and how.   Also someone needs to be there to let the 
students in the building and lock after.  Give it some thought and call us at 834-5281 

 Come up and see us sometime.  Thanks to a joint effort from the road crew and the Park 
and Recreation Board, the walls and ceilings in the hallway got a fresh coat of paint.  The 
basement windows were circa 1929 with broken panes and rotting frames.  They have been 
replaced with new high tech glass windows that have a high rating for energy efficiency.   



 Here's hoping you have gotten something from this article to move you to the point of 
getting involved.  Parks and Recreation can impact your life in many positive ways, if you open 
the door and step inside.  See you at the park. 

 

VEGETABLE GARDEN PLOTS AVAILABLE  - Does your vegetable 
garden consist of Chia Pets 
and herbs in small pots?   Penn Township with help from Mutzabaugh 
Market is starting a Community Garden.   Plots for Organic and Non-
Organic gardening are available.  Sign up at the Township Office for a 20 
x 30 plot.    Phone Number is 834-5281. 

 

FROM MY BACKYARD  – Is clover an 
issue in your yard?  Concerned about using herbicides?  Try the 
following organic control for clover.    

Things you’ll need: 

·  Sugar, 4-5 lbs per 1000 sq. ft. OR corn gluten meal 20 
lbs per 1000 sq. ft.  

·  For large clumps of white clover, white vinegar  

 

 

1. It first helps to know the reason why White Clover is thriving in your lawn. Clover 
converts soil nitrogen into a form that can be used by other plants. Generally speaking, lawns 
that have about 5 percent clover can convert enough usable nitrogen to make fertilizing 
unnecessary if clippings are left on the lawn. You also need to cut the clover prior to it going to 
seed. You know that your soil is nitrogen depleted when you see clover or other legumes taking 
over your lawn. Your first defense to protecting your lawn against weeds is making sure that 
your soil is healthy and balanced. Have your soil tested and then balance it with organic 
nutrients. 

2 One easy and relatively inexpensive method for eliminating white clover is, in the spring; 
sprinkle by hand, 4-5 pounds of sugar per 1000 square feet. Water it in well. 

3 Another method is to use Corn Gluten Meal (CGM), available online or at well stocked 
nurseries. For this method you need to spread about 20 lbs of CGM per 1000 square feet. Do this 
in the early spring (about 3-5 weeks before weeds begin to sprout,) water the lawn well, and then 
allow it to dry out. Weed seeds are controlled because CGM releases organic dipeptide into the 
soil which inhibits root formation of germinating weed seeds. 



4 Another simple method for clover control is to cut your grass high, it will prevent the 
weed seeds from growing by cutting of sunlight. 

5 If you have large clumps of white clover, a more direct and hostile approach is pouring 
white vinegar over the affected area. This will make the soil too acidic for the clover to live. You 
will need to dig up the dead plant material at that point, and fill the area with new top soil and 
seed with grass seed. 

Read more: How to Get Rid of White Clovers Without Destroying the Lawn | eHow.com 
http://www.ehow.com/how_2091499_of-white-clovers-destroying-lawn.html#ixzz1CAUHkIa6 
 

CHICKEN BBQ ~ Penn Township will have the Chicken Barbeque on 
Saturday, March 26, 2011.  Chicken should be ready at 11:30 a.m. that 
morning.    Take a look at the proposed 2012 Calendar and artwork for sale in 
the Township Building.    

 

PICTURES FOR SALE  ~  The original pictures from the 2011 Park and Recreation 
Calendar are for sale.   Penn Township is also partnering with Perry Council of Art to host pictures for 
sale.   Come into the building and look at the local artists. 

 

�

 



STATE ISSUES NEW RULES FOR OUTDOOR FURNACES TO REDUCE 
EMISSIONS, PROTECT AIR QUALITY Courtesy of the Pennsylvania Township 
News  
 
 Outdoor wood-fired boilers, or OWBs, are becoming increasingly popular for heating 
homes and water for domestic use and swimming pools. These exterior furnaces are designed to 
burn clean wood or other solid fuels and are typically installed as stand-alone units or in sheds or 
garages.  
 
 The units are not always popular with neighboring homeowners, however. In fact, the 
state Department of Environmental Protection, responding to numerous complaints about smoke 
and other problems with the furnaces, recently published a new rule regulating their use. The 
regulation will ensure that only the cleanest burning units will be sold in the commonwealth, 
cutting down on harmful emissions and protecting air quality.  
 
Hazardous smoke  
 
 Outdoor furnaces sound harmless enough. After all, people use wood stoves to heat their 
homes and sit around campfires roasting marshmallows. However, OWBs have proven to be a 
significant and growing source of fine particulate matter in Pennsylvania.  
 
 In 2006, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency amended the national standards for 
fine particulates, setting the standard at a maximum of 35 micrograms per cubic meter over a 24-
hour period. Two years later, all or part of 23 counties in Pennsylvania exceeded the standard.  
 
 Fine particulates have been shown to contribute to serious health issues, such as lung 
disease, asthma, aggravation of respiratory and cardiovascular disease, and even premature 
death.  
 
 Tests conducted by the Northeast States for Coordinated Air Use Management show that 
the average outdoor wood-fired boiler produces emissions equivalent to those from 205 oil 
furnaces or as many as 8,000 gas furnaces. Cumulatively, the smallest OWB can emit nearly 1½ 
tons of particulates each year. Of the estimated 155,000 outdoor furnaces sold nationwide, 95 
percent have been sold in 19 states, including Pennsylvania.  
 
 
 
Setting the rules  
 
 The DEP rule applies to anyone who sells, leases, or distributes an outdoor wood-fired 
boiler for use in Pennsylvania; anyone who installs an OWB in the state; and anyone who 
purchases, receives, leases, owns, uses, or operates an outdoor furnace in the commonwealth.  
 
 The regulation states what kind of OWBs can be sold in the state, where they can be 
installed, and what can be burned in them.  
 



 The rule requires that outdoor furnaces sold in Pennsylvania after May 31, 2011, must be 
EPA-qualified Phase 2 units, which burn 90 percent cleaner than older units. They must also be 
installed at least 50 feet from the nearest property line and be equipped with a permanently 
attached smokestack that extends a minimum of 10 feet above the ground. The rule also dictates 
what fuels may be used in OWBs, including clean wood, wood pellets, and home heating oil, 
natural gas, or propane that is used as a supplemental starter fuel.  
 
 Non-Phase 2 furnaces purchased up to May 31 must be installed a minimum of 150 feet 
from the nearest property line and have a smokestack at least 10 feet high.    Although DEP’s 
rule does not impose restrictions on when OWBs may be used, townships may impose 
restrictions that are more stringent than the department’s.  
 
 “A township ordinance cannot be less restrictive than the state regulation,” says Ken 
Reisinger, DEP’s acting deputy secretary for air. “That would put the township in direct conflict 
with the state regulation. If the township ordinance is more restrictive, however, it is not in 
conflict with the state.”  
 
Compliance and enforcement  
 
Although penalties for violating the regulation can be imposed under the state’s Clean Air Act, 
the department’s intent is to encourage compliance, rather than inflict punishment, Reisinger 
says.    
 
“Our first remedy is always to work with people to bring them into compliance,” he says. “Our 
focus with this new rule is not to ban outdoor furnaces but to make sure people are using the 
newest, best, and cleanest units. It still allows people to use a renewable, inexpensive resource to 
heat their homes.  
“We’re doing everything we can in the commonwealth to encourage people to improve air 
quality,” he adds. “This is just another aspect of that effort.”  
For more information, call Ron Gray, chief of the Division of Compliance and Enforcement in 
DEP’s Bureau of Air Quality, at (717) 772-3369.  
 
TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION 
  
The following Subdivision/Land Development Plans were approved between September 2010 
and December 2011. 
 
 George and Tammy Howe Subdivision Plan 
  
 

The Planning Commission is currently working on the update 
to the Comprehensive Plan, also known as “The Comp Plan”.  
The Comp Plan organizes and coordinates the interrelated 
collection of people, ideas, facilities, services, infrastructure, 
land uses and environmental elements that comprise the 
region.  Thus, the term “comprehensive” is used to express 



the scope of plan content.  Penn Township encourages 
residents and business owners to share their creative ideas 
and concerns to help to form a vision, goals and objectives 
for the future land use plans that accurately reflect the 
feelings of the community.   
 
 There will be a public meeting at the Planning Commission level to present the draft 
version and a Public Hearing at the Board of Supervisors level before the adoption of the 
Update to the Comprehensive Plan. 
 
 

ZONING DOCKETS - The following Zoning Dockets were heard from January through 
January 2011. 
 
  
 Cornerstone Christian Church ZHB – Sign size and height – Applicant Withdrawn 
 Jeff Forer – Steep Slopes - Granted 
 Kim Lenker – Steep Slopes – Granted 
 Jeremy Rogers – Conditional Use - Granted 
 Penn Township Municipal Authority – Setback - Granted 
 
THE CONTACT HELPLINE  is a safe place to call if you need to talk with someone 
other than a friend or family member.  The volunteers are very helpful and are considerate of all 
your concerns.  We are open 24 hours a day 7 days a week.  We will talk about any concerns you 
may have: job worries, financial concerns, drug & alcohol, just to name a few. All phone calls 
are kept confidential and are anonymous.  CONTACT Helpline invites you to call, because we 
care and would like to be there for you when you need help.  All residents are welcome to call 
the toll-free number:  1-800-932-4616 or 717-652-4400. 

 
 
One out of 20 children will have a parent die before they 
graduate high school. 

These children need help and support. The Highmark Caring 
Place is a safe place where grieving children and their families 

can come together and be with others who understand what they’re going through. 

The Highmark Caring Place provides peer support groups, referral services, adult telephone 
support, and educational programs and resources for grieving children and families. Consultation 
services, educational presentations and resources are available for schools and other 
professionals in the community who work with children.  All services are offered at no charge.  

The Highmark Caring place operates four facilities, throughout Pennsylvania.  Since the opening 
of the Caring Place in 1997, the program has served more than 60,000 family and community 
members. 

For more information about the Highmark Caring Place, Contact 1-866-613-HOPE (4673) 
or visit the Web site at www.highmarkcaringplace.com 



MUNICIPAL OFFICE CLOSED 
 

April 22 – Good Friday 
May 30 – Memorial Day 
July 4 – Fourth of July 
September 5 – Labor  

December 30 – ½ Day 
December 31 – New Years Day 

 

REGULARLY SCHEDULED TOWNSHIP MEETINGS  
 
��� �   April 2011 
 
6 Municipal Authority, 7 p.m. 
14 Zoning Hearing Board, 7 p.m. (if 
needed) 
18 Planning Commission, 7 p.m. 
21 Park and Rec., 7p.m. 
27 Board of Supervisors, 7 p.m. 
 
��� �   May 2011 
 
4 Municipal Authority, 7 p.m. 
12 Zoning Hearing Board, 7p.m. (if needed) 
16 Planning Commission, 7 p.m. 
19 Park and Rec. 7 p.m. 
25 Board of Supervisors, 7 p.m. 
 
 
��� �   June 2011 
 
1 Municipal Authority, 7 p.m. 
9 Zoning Hearing Board, 7p.m. (if needed) 
16 Park and Rec., 7 p.m. 
20 Planning Commission, 7 p.m. 
29 Board of Supervisors, 7 p.m. 
 
��� �   July 2011 
 
6 Municipal Authority, 7 p.m. 
14 Zoning Hearing Board, 7p.m. (if needed) 
18 Planning Commission, 7 p.m. 
21 Park and Rec., 7 p.m. 
27 Board of Supervisors, 7 p.m 

��� �   August 2011 
 
3 Municipal Authority, 7 p.m. 
11 Zoning Hearing Board, 7 p.m. (if 
 needed) 
15 Planning Commission, 7 p.m. 
18 Park and Rec., 7 p.m. 
31 Board of Supervisors, 7 p.m. 
 
��� �   September 2011 
 
7 Municipal Authority, 7 p.m. 
8 Zoning Hearing Board, 7 p.m. (if 
needed) 
19 Planning Commission, 7 p.m. 
15 Park and Rec., 7p.m. 
28 Board of Supervisors, 7 p.m. 
 
��� �   October 2011 
 
5 Municipal Authority, 7 p.m. 
13 Zoning Hearing Board, 7 p.m. (if 
needed) 
17 Planning Commission, 7 p.m. 
20 Park and Rec., 7p.m. 
26 Board of Supervisors, 7 p.m. 
 
NOTE:  All meetings listed above are held in 
the Municipal Building, 100 Municipal Building 
Road. Meeting times are subject to change.  
Please watch the Duncannon Record for any 
changes. 
 

 
. 
 

DROP BOX 
Penn Township now has a drop box for bill 
payments, items for the Police Department and 
the Township Office.  It is located in the door 
at the rear of the building.  The box is checked 
every morning.  We ask that all items are put 
into an envelope and addressed. 



PERMITS NEEDED IN PENN TOWNSHIP  – The following permits are required in 
Penn Township. 
 
 
Zoning Permit – A zoning permit is needed to insure that you comply with the Zoning 

Ordinance.  This is not just for setbacks, but the use of business, steep slopes, 
natural features overlays and other matters that the ordinance covers.   You 
will need to provide the dimensions of your property, the location of wells, 
septic systems and any and all buildings existing.   Also provide where the 
new building/additions will be located with dimensions.    

 
Sign Permit - A sign permit is needed for all new signs (businesses).  If one business leaves 

a property and another comes in or a business name changes, a new permit is 
needed. 

 
Driveway Permit – A driveway permit is needed when you wish to place a new driveway or 

move an existing driveway. 
 
Paving Permit –  A paving permit is need when you go from a dirt or gravel driveway to a 

paved driveway.    
 
Building Permit -  A building permit is needed for the construction of new buildings, additions 

and some repairs/alterations within the home.    You will need to provide 
three sets of construction drawings, workmen’s comp insurance form or 
waiver, the application form.   There are some exemptions to the need for a 
building permit.   WHEN IN DOUBT, CALL AND ASK.  There are no 
stupid questions. 

 
 
If you are in doubt about any permits or the need thereof, please contact the Township Office for 
the answer.   It is better to find out before hand than to have to stop construction until permits are 
obtained or to be fined when in violation.   A phone call only takes a couple of minutes. 
 
 



Perry County Recreation Association 
 
PCRA is one of Penn Township’s outdoor Recreational Facilities.  Enjoy camping, 
fishing, picnicing and swimming.  It is also a great place for small or large group 
activites.  Become a PCRA member, our rates are very reasonable.  Membership 
benefits include pool membership, access to our archery range; to Sherman’s Creek, to 
the grounds for walking and for enjoying the outdoors; and discounted picnicing and 
camping.  For more information contact Bill Stone at (717) 834-3578 

COMPLAINT POLICY - Penn Township has a complaint policy.  If you 
wish to make a nuisance or any other type of complaint, you must put the 
complaint in writing and sign the complaint.  The Township will not release 
the name of the person filing the complaint.  The complaint may be submitted 
to the Township in one of two ways.  The first way would be either to 
download the complaint form from the website or pick up a form at the office.  
The second way would be to mail a letter into the office.  
 
 
The burning of garbage, recyclable plastics, glass, newspaper, aluminum cans, tires or 
anything that produces and/or emits toxic fumes, are prohibited.  The only items allowed to 
be burned in Penn Township are wood products.  If you have a question about burning, 
call the Township Office.   
 
 For controlled burns the resident is required to contact County Dispatch with the 
information of the controlled.  Residents are required to observe the control burn and have a way 
to douse the fire.   A controlled burn is any burning that is not in a burn barrel.   
 
 

 
 

Do not shovel snow from your 
driveway into the street.  You can be 
held liable for accidents that result after 
snow has been shoveled or plowed onto 
the roadways.  If possible, wait until after 
the street has been plowed before 
cleaning your driveway opening.  Snow 
should be plowed or shoveled to the right 
side of the driveway as you are facing the 

roadway.  By being plowed away from the direction of oncoming snowplows, this will prevent 
the bulk of snow being pushed back onto the driveway.  There is  no way plowing can be 
accomplished without depositing some snow into the driveway openings. 
REMINDER:  Kepp fire hydrants and storm drains open. 
 
 



Storable Pool Installations 
 
DEFINITION: STORABLE SWIMMING OR WADING POOLS- Those that are constructed on 
or above the ground and are capable of holding water with a maximum depth of 42” or a pool 
with nonmetallic, molded polymetric walls or inflatable fabric walls regardless of dimension. 
The installation of electrical equipment and wiring to above ground storable pools shall meet the 
requirements of Chapter 42 of the 2009 International Residential Code and per the 
manufacturer’s instructions provided with the pool equipment. 
 
Above Ground pools shall not be located within 10 horizontal feet from any overhead service 
drop conductors less than 22½ feet above the ground. Communication cables crossing over an 
above ground pool shall not be less than 10 feet above the pool. Underground wiring shall not be 
within 5’ of the inside wall of the pool unless the wiring is necessary to supply the pool 
equipment. 
 
The pool filter pump shall incorporate an approved system of double insulation and be listed for 
the use. All electrical equipment, including the pool filter pump, pool chlorinators, and pool 
lighting shall be protected by a ground-fault circuit interrupter. Pool lighting shall meet the 
provisions of Section E4207.3 of the 2009 IRC. Extension cords are not permitted for connection 
of pool equipment. Receptacle outlets must be located within reach of the factory installed cords 
on all equipment. All wiring to pool equipment must be suitable for the purpose and be of 
approved materials. Receptacle outlets shall incorporate a weatherproof cover listed for use in a 
wet location as specified in section E4002.9. Factory installed cords from the pool equipment 
shall not penetrate any floor, wall, ceiling, doorway with hinged or sliding door, window 
opening, or other effective permanent barrier. Cords from the pool equipment shall not be buried. 
Receptacles shall be located no closer than 6 feet from the inside wall of the pool. All receptacles 
located within 20 feet from the inside wall of the pool shall be protected by a ground-fault circuit 
interrupter  
 
Other things to consider when installing a pool include zoning requirements and utility 
easements. 
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IMPORTANT NOTICE 
TO ALL PENN TOWNSHIP 

RESIDENTS 
REGARDING SWIMMING POOLS AND 

SPAS 
 
 
We want to inform all residents that all swimming pools that hold 24” of water require 
Building Permit. And pools with less than 48” sides require a fence. All spas require 
permits also.  The above information applies to in-ground, above ground and 
storable pools. You can obtain the permit application by stopping at the Penn Township 
Office. 
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